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CREATION SUNDAY 

Genesis 1.1 – 2.3; Colossians 1.15–20; John 1.1–5 

 

May I speak, and we listen, in the name of God, Creator, 

Redeemer and Spirit. 

Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams, in his book 

For All That Has Been, Thanks, rather beguilingly confesses 

to how much pleasure it gives him to know where his 

mother’s and father’s families spent the 18th and 19th 

centuries. He does this at the very beginning of the 

chapter on Genesis, to remind us that this fascination 

with our family history is pretty universal and seems to 

represent a need to see ourselves in a broader context. 

I certainly know that in my own family we treasure the 

stories of our grandparents, great grandparents, great-

uncles and aunts. One of my favourites is of great uncle 

Fred, co-founder of our family vineyard, who used to 

drive an ancient car from town to the cellars up a very 

steep hill, rocking back and forth in unconscious urging 

for the car to make it just this once more … and all his 

passengers, such as great aunts Rose and Kate, both in 

their eighties or nineties, would echo this motion in time 

with the driver. This story has attained mythic stature 

among the now numerous descendants. 
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I would not care one jot if some helpful time traveler 

with video camera offered to validate whether this was a 

factual account. For me it is simply true, and tells me so 

much about these people that I never knew, their 

relationships, and the impact that they had on more 

recent generations of my family. I am sure that we all 

have experiences of those sorts of stories that impart a 

greater truth than soulless facts and figures 

These sort of reflections are important when we look at 

Genesis 1. We don’t hear it very often in church – it 

comes up in sometimes as an alternative Old Testament 

reading or during an Easter Vigil. I rather wonder if the 

church has not become just a bit embarrassed at the 

creation story in the light of advances in knowledge of 

astronomy and physics and evolution. 

And this is to do it serious injustice, for Genesis 1 has 

much to tell us. And we reveal ourselves as far less 

sophisticated that the writers of Genesis if we treat it 

simply as an ignorant peoples’ attempt at a factual 

account of how the world began. Genesis was written 

late among the books of the Bible, after the return from 

exile in Babylon. It contains some of the most mature 

thought of Israelite scholars, who were putting together a 

book that would express what they saw as the heart of 

the people’s identity in relation to the God they served, 
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in a faith that had survived exile in an alien land among 

alien people who looked to different gods. 

To speak of Genesis as myth is not to belittle. It does not 

contain childish accounts, but deep expressions of truth. 

So the creation story is myth according to this 

understanding. And the Education for Ministry (EfM) 

course notes describe it as “one of the shortest and yet 

most tightly packed theological statements in the Bible”. 

So let us look in a bit more depth at what these verses are 

telling us about God. 

Firstly, there is calm and order in God’s creating. In the 

beginning when God began the work of creation there 

was formlessness and chaos. And a wind from God – 

ruach in Hebrew, which can also mean spirit, breath or 

storm – is simply there, blowing over the face of the 

deep, part of the wildness but showing the presence of 

God who is about to bring order out of chaos. Again, to 

quote EfM, “the image of the spirit [unhurried, hovering] 

is one of almost-life, of the care and tending immediately 

before birth.” 

Secondly, there is power in God’s creating. “Then God 

said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light”. All is 

accomplished by God’s word. Through speech alone God 

is separating, setting rhythms, ordering. 
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Thirdly, there is generosity and empowerment in God’s 

creating. God is giving, and then giving more. God 

releases creation to be creative, saying “let the waters 

bring forth swarms of living creatures…; let the earth 

bring forth living creatures of every kind:…”.  

And then we come to humankind. Again, looking at the 

original Hebrew leads to important insights. Quite subtle 

use of words pictures humankind clearly as created 

beings, not to be confused with God but standing in very 

special relationship with God. Humanity it to be God’s 

representative, looking after God’s interests in the world, 

given the authority and dominion of the steward. 

And finally, God has finished the heavens and the earth 

and creates rest. Not an absence of activity but the bliss 

of pausing, reflecting, stepping out of the relentlessness of 

the daily grind.  

So there is one sense, here, in which creation is finished. 

But on another level, creation is ongoing. This is the 

starting point in the salvation history of the people of 

God, and it is the story of God’s movement beyond 

God’s self. And the movement is directed towards an 

end, a mission, a final purpose – harmony, shalom, full 

communion, all being at one with God. This must be 

worked out within creation, not separate from it. God is 
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not some watchmaker father who designed and set the 

universe ticking and then left the shop!  

Fortunately, indeed, since we all know what happens 

next. Within the next three chapters we read of the 

disruption of creation through wilfulness and sin. Far 

from being at one, humanity is separated – from God and 

from each other. Creation is off course. God’s response 

fills the pages of scripture – prophets, priests and kings – 

culminating in the life and death of Jesus.  

As we heard in Colossians chapter 1 verse 19. “For in 

him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 

through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven.” 

To emphasise this further, the beginning of John’s gospel 

reverberates with echoes of Genesis. Again, the power of 

God’s Word engages in the project of restoring order and 

setting creation back on course. But it is a more personal 

Word, it is the word made flesh. Jesus is the light of all 

people, shining in darkness, not overcome, bringing 

God’s Kingdom into the world. In reconciliation, the 

Incarnation becomes part of the continuing work of 

creation as well as redemption. Salvation is not about 

going back to regain some ideal past but a continuing 

mission forwards. 
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So how do we participate in this mission of God? Over 

the next weeks of our Season of Creation we will spend 

time reflecting on different aspects of God’s good 

creation. Next week, following our fete, we will give 

thanks for the fruitfulness of the earth, echoing the old 

Harvest Festival and Rogation Days; then the following 

week we will think about sharing God’s bounty fairly on 

Social Justice Sunday. On 19th September we will 

remember St Francis and celebrate the animals with 

whom we share the world, some that share our lives, 

some whose lives are imperilled by our actions and 

lifestyle. And finally, on the weekend of the Art Show, 

we will give thanks and offer prayer for all human 

wisdom, imagination, skill and labour. 

As we read, reflect, sing and pray during these services, 

and in the days that follow, let us think about God’s 

mission of reconciliation and atonement – at-one-ment – 

the bringing of everything into full communion with 

God. Let us remember that we are made in God’s image 

as God’s representatives in this world, and so look to 

God’s actions in Genesis chapter 1 for guidance. We can 

seek to echo calm, appreciate rhythm and refrain from 

rush; we can create hospitable spaces for others and 

welcome diversity; we can be careful stewards in our 

dominion over the creation; and we can remember to 

rest, to make Sabbath time for coming closer to God. 
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In the end, mission is not just about, perhaps not even 

chiefly about, doing, so much as being.  

What does it mean for us to be the people and the church 

of the God who has this mission in the world? 


